6 / 6/70 

Dear Dick, 

With a little bit of time to myself now, X respond to your 

4/ 1 • * 

Nichole 399 base * I have compared this with Harold’s photo 
and » while I too am dubious that any alteration has yet occured, 

I do not dSoount the possibility th*t something has been done to 
the ridge 11 between the two pix* It involves a very small area, 
the notoh" which I reoalled when I originally saw Nichols' photo. 

By the way, what does this new photo do In relation to your pre- 
vious analysis of 399 with the gunpowder flecks? Does It reinforce 
it or vitiate It? 

QO-buckshot: I think you misunderstand the way in which I 

wish to make the analogy to the JFK case. It would not be a 
pnysical analogy but rather a circumstantial one* I would write 
something like thlsi • 

"On (suoh and such a day) 6 men were shot and killed by police 
ZK during riots in Georgia. These men were all immediately brought 
o nearby hospitals at which three of the men were observed by 
hospital physicians. These physicians, seeing only the front of 
the shot men, notioed bullet wounds of the chest which they described 
as penetrating" in written reports and subsequently referred to 
as entrance" wounds— meaning that the men had been fired upon by 
someone in front of them. The ooroner, claiming to have performed 
autopsies on these men, stated that they were, in fact, fired upon 
from the rear and that the wounds anteriorly were exit wounds. 

raS * d ln Whloh nelther Party was willing to admit error. 
Finally, the coroner revealed that he had not performed complete 
on }y S r0fl s examinations. Complete autopsies were then 

^ d th ®»* at which tloe lt: was ooncluslvley dtermined 
tnat they had really been shot from behind* 

bv ff* Pre * ldent ? f u nlted Sates was shot and killed 

S 2 He was inuasdiately brought to a nearby 

at Wh « Ch he 1 wa ® observed by several physicians. These 

' 8 ! el "® ® nly tha front of th ® President's body, notioed 
a bullet wound of the neck which some described in written reports 

bating and subsequently referred to as an "entrance" wound. 
u h ° olaim ® d to have done an autopsy on the President 
“J atad t ^ at be was, ln fact* shot from the baok and that the 
ound anteriorly was one of exit. Controversy raged, in whioh the 
?:ii a rn£ mCla \ 8 c ?!* ceed ® d that, sinoe their examination did not 
a J a * nt0 aooott “t other wounds, the front wound "could" conditlonallv 
a 9Xlt * SubS8( l uant Investigation revealed that 1 7 

Is not Performed by the patholgists and there 

fT> "? £ eoord that the conclusive tests to determine the nature of the 
front wound were ever performed. The time element Involved ruled 
out the possibility for another autopsy . m 

, ,J he oonparison centers around the clarifying effect of an autoosv 

Sas nit dSia n fi R iH t0 dlspe i 1 controversy. It merely points up what P 
t n th f case of a President's murder and, to a certain 
extent, what has stemmed from failure to do a proper autoosy.. 



Book: 



Xour words on my book are encouraging. 



fc£t s„r to Rhod., x<ju ape Mght ^ w ^ 



2 



mounted in some material. Frazier testified that this material 
left a stain on the nose. However, I believe my questions to 
Rhodes involved only that period in which the Archives had possession 
of 399* I must add another question— Was 399 base ever photographed 
before fragment fell from it? 

I have a reason for asking this, and will, in fact, address a 
more detailed request to Eckhoff. I was Just listening to my Tink- 
Specter debate whioh I am oopying for Lifton. Tink was showing 
slides. He came to ones of 399 and said, "Now, here are some olose~ups 
of 399 • Here’s the base, and here's the nose." It was obvious 
that he was referring to two different slides, i.e. one which showed 
base and one of nose. 

The things is that if Tink had these plx taken with the rest 
of his, then the one of the base might show it before it lost the 
fragment. So, knowing that he does have a base photo, I will write 
Eckhoff for a copy and the date on which it was taken. 

As for the tan residues on my slide, haven't you ever seen a 
bullet which went through a target and then into sand or a mound 
of dirt? It gets a tan residue on it which, in some places, is 
hard to remove. I note a similarity on the 399 base to this type 
of residue but assert nothing positive about it. 

Must go now. 



Best, 



cc. Harold 



t 



